
The Mystery 

 

On an early, cloudy morning 

shortly after sunrise in Vieng, 

a few villagers and a CRWRC 

agriculture advisor looked at 

a pile of poles and boards and 

saw the future: a mother pig 

resting on her side in a new 

pig pen while feeding a litter 

of piglets. Soon young men 

from the villageõs Lao Youth 

Union arrived to put their 

strength to the tasks: digging 

post holes, cutting poles for 

the frame, nailing boards to 

the raised floor, and raising a 

roof frame. Only one family 

would benefit from this pen, 

one of the poorest families in 

the village, whose head was a 

former opium addict. The 

village of Vieng selected this 

family to be the first partici-

pant in a new activity initiated 

recently by CRWRC: 

piglet raising for poor 

families.  

 

Ning Tong Toh, father 

of another family in 

Vieng, joined the build-

ing team and put in an 

hour or two of hard 

work along with his 

neighbors. They were 

proud of their villageõs ability 

to work together and help 

the poorer families among 

them. The CRWRC Agricul-

ture team in Xieng Khouang 

came up with the idea of se-

lecting a few poor families in 

three villages including Vieng. 

The vision is to help poor 

families raise piglets for sale ð 

a niche market with key ad-

vantages like a quick turn-

over, lower risk of diseases, 

and high profit margins. Each 

poor family chosen by their 

village agrees to plant enough 

grass, beans, and corn to feed 

their pig, build a well-designed 

pig pen with help from the 

village, and vaccinate the pig 

to protect against diseases, all 

with the advice and training of 

CRWRC staff. After the sale 

of the first litter, they will pay 

back the cost of the mother 

pig and another poor family 

will receive a pig. 

 
When the Agriculture team 

was reminded last year during 

the project evaluation that 

the poorest families werenõt 

participating in the many of 

the activities they promoted, 

they 

felt 

Your guesses were:  

¶ a close-up view of a musical 

instrument called a thumb-

piano or mbira 

¶ a small animal guillotine! 

The lower "railroad track" 

is to drain the blood off the 

table. 

¶ A mouse trap 

¶ A water filter 

And the correct answer 

is........ 

A Peanut sheller  

Over the past few years, 

CRWRC has provided 35 of 

these appropriate 

technology peanut 

shellers that were 

constructed locally in 

Xieng Khouang, and 

thus are also very 

easy to repair locally. 

Villagers were able to 

save a lot of time and 

labor by working in 

teams of two instead 

of having to shell the 

peanuts by hand. The farmers 

can reduce the time to shell 

the peanuts from 20 minutes 

per 1kg to 3 minutes per 1kg 

by using the thresher. 
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Prayer Items 

¶ Praise God that visas 

were approved for 

two expatriates who 

will be supporting the 

work of CRWRC 

beginning in Decem-

ber 2009. 

¶ Pray for Alan and 

Janet Bemo who will 

be based in Phongsaly 

as Project Advisor. 

Ari and Elaine Viti-

kanin and their two 

sons will be based in 

Vientiane where Ari 

will be Program Advi-

sor and will focus on 

improving educational 

activities in both pro-

ject areas. 

¶ Pray for one addi-

tional co-funding do-

nor to be identified. 
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responsible for finding a bet-

ter way to help them. In the 

past the wealthy and entre-

preneurial middle class fami-

lies were the biggest benefici-

aries of CRWRCõs agricul-

tural activities: raising cattle, 

planting cash crops, and using 

the village loan fund. A par-

ticipant skew towards the 

wealthy is common in most 

development work: it is eas-

ier to help those who have 

the time, labor, capital, and 

risk tolerance to try new in-

come-generating activities. 

Poor families often struggle to 

find enough to eat from day 

to day, are constrained by 

their lack of adult labor, and 

canõt afford to take any risks 

that would plunge them fur-

ther into poverty. 

 

The Toh family wonõt benefit 

initially from the new piglet 

raising project because there 

are many other families in 

their village who are poorer 

than them. However, if the 

project goes well and pro-

duces income for the poor 

families, then other middle 

and upper income families 

will probably try out the 

same approach themselves. 

The pig project is designed 

to be easily transferable and 

replicable by the villagers 

without outside interven-

tion. Hopefully the idea will 

catch on and many villagers 

will have another income 

source to complement their 

others ð corn, cattle, and 

pumpkins. More importantly, 

the project aims to catalyze 

village concern and coopera-

tion to help the poorest fami-

lies among them have a better 

life. 

ñJames Zwier, CRWRC-Laos, 

contributed to this story 

 

Take a close look at the 

photo on the right. 

What could this possibly 

be used for?  Donõt 
hesitate or be shy, but 

send your best guess to 

Mike at 

fivemfamily@gmail.com 

The mystery will be 

revealed in the next 

newsletter!! 
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