
 

By Katie 
 
This month Diaconia 
Nacional hosted an overnight 
youth retreat for youth from 
all over Honduras in the 
mountains just outside of 
Tegucigalpa, the capital city.  
It was the first time that some 
of the youth had been to the 
city, and that was just the 
beginning of new experiences.  
A common method of 
teaching in Honduras is to 
dictate the information to be 
memorized.  However, many 
of the experiences at the youth 

retreat 
represented a 
different 
approach.  
CRWRC 
employee Ana 
Joya started 

things off with a session on 
waiting to have sex until after 
marriage.  The session began 
with group work and ended 
with Matt and me giving our 
testimony about our dating 
relationship.  We also had 
sessions about drug addiction 
led by a woman who works 
for Association for a More 
Just Society, another about 
youth leadership, and a series 
of devotions led by young 
Honduran seminarians.  The 
youth also organized 
themselves into regions of the 
country and then 

elected a youth board of 
directors for each area.  
They’ll continue to meet 
throughout the year to plan 
more events for their region. 
 
Other new experiences 
included groups of youth from 
Tegucigalpa who made and 
performed a skit and a dance, 
testimonies, a bonfire, and 
games that Matt and I 
planned.  It was a great 
opportunity for the students to 
get together and push their 
limits of comfort, expand their 
circle of friends to include 
people all over the country, 
and to challenge their hearts 
and minds to live more fully 
for Jesus Christ. 
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· Many prayers are 
needed for the divided 
government and 
people of Honduras.  
We praise God that we 
have been safe thus 
far. 
· Pray for the youth 
boards, that they may 
be strong, self-running 
organizations that 
provide opportunities 
for youth development 
in the church. 
· Pray for rain for 
the crops. 
· We praise God 
for our supporters who 
mean so much to us!  
It was truly a blessing 
to see many of you 
during our visit home 
this summer.�
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By Matt 
 
A lot of people in El Carrizal 
have coffee farms, but the 
prices they get for the coffee 
at harvest are so low that few 
people actually make a profit. 
Some people decided to not 
even harvest the coffee last 
year. Over the years a 
Christian group from Canada 
called the Carpenteros got to 
know the people of El 
Carrizal by collaborating in 
community projects on 
several occasions. Now, the 
growers and Carpenteros are 
working together to explore 
the feasibility of exporting 
coffee to Canada. I am 
excited about this opportunity 
because it will help the coffee 

farmers measure 
(and hopefully 
improve) the 
quality of the 
coffee they 
produce, and once 
they are organized 
as a group they 
can gain access to different 
markets with better prices. 
Another positive point is that 
growing coffee under shade 
trees means that the 
mountains stay forested. We 
are working with the 
Honduran Coffee Institute to 
do quality testing and training 
for the farmers. Soon some of 
the farmers will be getting a 
shipment of wasps to help 
naturally control harmful 
insects in the coffee farms. 

Tensions continue to rise in 
Honduras over the political 
crisis spurred on by the June 
28 coup.  We are safe and 
sound here in our small town 
of Catacamas; most of the 
action takes place in the capi-
tol city, Tegucigalpa. Please 
join us in prayer for the peo-
ple of Honduras, and for the 
leaders that they may seek a 
just compromise soon. 
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