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The walls of their houses are and made

made from a concoction of impassable by the
CRWRC Canada mud and sticks, the floors areraingi that leads to
3475 Mainway mostly hardpacked dirt, and their community,

PO Box 5070 STN LCD 1
Burlington, ON L7R 3v8 the roofs are commonly a claythey asked to

1-800-730-3490 -type tile that helps keep out borrow some
Fax: 905336.8344 some heat and most of the  shovels and

rain. When the home is pickaxes. They have
CRWRC US constructed and the family  also coordinated to
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! moves inside, the wasps, dig out the
Grand Rapids, MI 49560

cockroaches, and various ~ community well and

1-800-552-7972 .
Fax: 6162248060 other types of bugs also begircreate cement walls
to inhabit the mud walls and for it so that the women no  hurts. We tried to give some
roof. They do todgerndedto lgegin hauling encouragement to both
Please Pray electricity, latrines, running  water at 3 am just to be sure return to the program and

Praise God for: water, easy accessto aschodl,he wel | do e s @aléotto try ta resoleeuthe .

1 The approval of the or a health centerHowever, conflict. Several women
HIV/AIDS proposal since my first visit to this The people come with agreed to come back to the

1 Improvement in the community, it has been one ofnterest and enthusiasm to  program; several did not. A
participation and re- my favorites to work with, participate in health programsfew weeks later, we visited
sponsibility of our com- due to their enthusiasm, and weigh their children eachthese mothers again, listening
munity leaders participation, and desire to  month, even though a and encouraging as before.

1 The creation of and work for changes in their maj ority of t hesemsediimtrthe desire fort
continued implementa- community. They have the  know how to read. resolution was stronger now,
tion of a new computIr least, materially, of the ten with both sides willing to see
program for keeping, communities in which Recently, after a monthly that without unity among the

organizing, and analyz- Diaconia has established a ~growth monitoring session, | community and its leaders,
ing the data from the health program, but in terms was surprised by the absencedevelopment and progress

N
1

health program of motivation, they may have of nearly half of the mothers would be difficult, if not
the most. with their children. When | impossible.
Prayer Requests: questioned the leaders and
§ Justice, truth, and peace This small community, called others about the missing This past month, nearly all of
for the governing bodies El Burillo, has worked mothers, they said that the  the mothers have returned.
and people of Honduras together to develop their women would not be coming The community is also in the
1 Attimes we encounter community. Wanting to because of a @rpcess of plannirdy fot ah a t
very difficult and deli- improve the steep road had occurred, and began to upcoming latrines project.

which is annually washed outrelate a complicated story of a

= misunderstanding Although the breakdown of
Ml between several their unity over a seemingly
community trivial problem was

cate social situations
with families in the co
munities we work in; |
pray for discernment
and guidance in how
can help and advocat
for the rights of those
trouble

I Perseverance and co
tinued encourageme
through positive deve
opments in our work

4 disappointed that a humility and willingness to

# community could be work through the hurtful
divided so quickly situation renewed my hope
like this, we went to for them and pride in them. It
visit the mothers,  was a helpful lesson not only
hearing each of theirfor the community but for
stories and their myself as well.

(Over, please)
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Bringing HIV and AIDS into Focus

Diaconia Naciondhas re- Maria, 34 years old and a  kept the test result folded up
cently been approved fora mother of three young chil- into a tiny little square paper
new program to work in HIV/ dren, was lying in a mattress in her belongings, and that
AIDS prevention in the com- less bed in their small house.was as far as the treatment,
munities of Southern Hondu- Her face was pallid, her lips knowledge, or disclosure of
ras. and hands nearly white. She her illness went.

could no longer get up from
| learned a lot through the  her bed to cook or take care The fullness of what this
lengthy process of writing andf her children. She had no meant began to sink in. Her
revising the program grant  resources to get help and no husband had not been a faith-
proposal. We hope is to con- one to go too. It was as if sheful man and had left her years
tract a new staff person who was lying there in expecta- ago. He now lived with an-
will focus solely on coordinat-tion, waiting with an accep- other wife and child. | began
ing the activities, trainings, tance that comes from havingo count how many people
and work within the commu- no other option. | realized  could possibly have HIV now
nities for this twoyear pro-  after that it was really not  and not know it, and as the
gram. This is a great blessingrandom at all that we arrived silence continues, how many
for Diaconia and also the there that dayi it was truly  more.
people of Southern Hondu- the hand of the Lord putting
ras. us where we needed to be. The government of Honduras

provides HIV testing and ARV

Recently | experienced a We brought her to the hospi- therapy for free. However,
situation that brought into  tal in Choluteca, where she the stigmas and false beliefs
focus the need for HIV educawas admitted, received three are so prevalerit 71 percent
tion and awareness. pints of blood in a transfusionof people living in rural Hon-

and submitted to various duras hold false beliefs about
We had been in a communitytests. She had told us no the disease that it often
longer than expected becausether medical history but thatprevents the majority of peo-
of a 24hour curfew in Hon- she was anemic. Through theple from either being tested
duras. This extra time gave uprocess of advocating for heror seeking treatment.
the opportunity to do some in the hospital and trying to
visiting. Through a seeminglyget her the help she needed, | am thankful for the timeli-
random series of events, we we discovered that she had ness of the new program,
ended up going to see a tested positive for HIV more which we hope to begin in
woman who was gravely ill. than a year prior. She had the new year.
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