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Call to Worship

We gather in the name of the crucified and risen Christ 

Over whom death had no power and through whom there is life eternal. 

We gather as a caring community 

A community of faith and hope united by God's love. 

God calls to us 

To care for one another, to be compassionate and merciful. 


Sing: We Cannot Measure How You Heal  from the Iona Community (http://www.iona.org.uk)
We are the creation of one Creator God 

The child who cries is every child. 

The woman weakened and tired is every mother, wife, sister, daughter. 

The man is every father, husband, son and brother. 

AIDS Leaves gaping wounds in the lives of those who have lost the ones they love the most 

God gives us the strength and courage to be present in the midst of loss. 

Across the infinity of space and time a common heart beats in every breast 

Forbearing pain and clinging to hope, 

we are brought to a deeper understanding of our common humanity. 

We are a family of nations united by our common priceless humanity 

AIDS is a worldwide crisis in the midst of which there is no "we" and "they". 

We confess that we are all affected 

When one of God's creation suffers we all suffer. 

When our sons and daughters are touched 

We remember Mary's agony over the suffering and death of her beloved child. 

We know Jesus identifies with all who suffer 

Through our faith in Him, healing and wholeness take place. 


A Prayer for Forgiveness and Strength (with sung Kyrie Elison)


Song: God Remembers Pain  Marty Haugen
Scripture and Meditation
Intercessory Prayer
(At this point have people number off, (1, 2, 3) and break into groups of 3; all those with number 1 and 2 stay seated.  Number 3s rise and offer prayers.  Why?  Because the UN estimates that in those places where AIDS is worst, 2 of 3 young people will die of AIDS – this prayerful exercise offers a graphic portrayal of that grim projection.)

Prayers for people living with HIV and AIDS

Sing: 
O Lord Hear our Prayer, O Lord hear our prayer

When I call answer me

O Lord hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer

Come and listen to me


from the Taize community (http://www.taize.fr)
A prayer for widows and orphans…. sing

A Prayer for Caregivers… sing


Closing

When we care for a person who has AIDS we show that we love Christ 

To touch, to bathe, to feed, to clothe the one who is ill is to do this unto Christ Jesus. 

Today we are called to be a joyful, thankful people 

Upheld by God's goodness and grace which has the power to disarm AIDS. 

In thankfulness we commit ourselves to being a caring, justice-seeking, nurturing community 

We covenant together in commitment to God and to one another. 

As we are able, we will be a caring community, offering support, prayer and encouragement to all persons whose lives have been touched by HIV and AIDS. 

We will be a justice-seeking community 

We will opposed all forms of discrimination against persons with HIV and AIDS. 

We support the right of all persons with HIV and AIDS to housing, employment, services, 

transportation, accommodations and health care. 

We will be a nurturing community 

We will care for one another and love one another. 

We will pray for God's creation. 

We will be Christ's presence in each other's lives. 

We will be witnesses to God's unconditional love. 

Through Christ's example we are made finer, gentler, stronger 

Through Christ, the Savior, and the power of God's goodness and grace 

we are set free to love, to seek justice, to become all God intends us to be. 

Song
