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for taking the time to celebrate 35 years of campus ministry with us. Geneva Fellowship has 

had a long history of witness and discipleship at Queenõs University and we believe that this is 

a testament to Godõs love for the campus. As we compiled this retrospective look at the min-

istry over the past three and a half decades, we were impressed again and again by how God 

has impacted the lives of so many people who have been part of our fellowship, many who are 

now impacting others for Christ in their various spheres of Kingdom service.  

 

Our mission at Queenõs is to  

Draw the campus to CHRIST,  

Draw it into COMMUNITY,  

and to draw out the CALLINGS of the people and the institution.  

 

We see ourselves as agents of Godõs redeeming work to 

transform his creatures and his creation to the full glory 

that he intended, and we are excited about our Kingdom 

role. It is an amazing gift to be able to invest in the lives of 

undergrads, grads, faculty, and staff, and it is also an 

amazing gift to have people like you who support us in our 

ministry. We greatly value your partnership and God has 

been using people like you for over 35 years now to build 

this campus ministry and to build his Kingdom. And so 

thank you for your role in our ministry. I hope you will en-

joy reading this book and the reflections in it that point to 

Godõs amazing love and faithfulness.  

         

        

 Pastor Steve Kooy  
Campus Minister  

January 2007ðpresent 

Thank you     



CAMPUS MINISTER REFLECTIONS:  

WILLIAM DYKSTRA   
(INAUGURAL MINISTER ñ ON CAMPUS: 1974 -1982)  

  

I was glad to be asked to give some reflections on our involvement with Geneva Fellowship at 

its beginning 35 years ago, because those years in Kingston bring back some of the happiest 

and most rewarding memories for me and my family.It all began with a surprise phone call 

from Rev. Peter Borgdorff, then with CRC Home Missions, inviting us to consider coming to 

Queenõs. The local church was conscious of the many institutions in Kingston and felt a need 

to start a ministry there. They soon realized that ministry to no less than ten institutions was 

too broad, so it was decided to focus on the university, but not to forget the prisons ð 10% of 

ministry time should be devoted there. As it happened, the Lord had prepared me a bit for 

the latter by getting me involved in prison visitation at a local prison camp near Maple Ridge, 

BC, where I was in my first congregation. So, after receiving the call to campus ministry, we 

moved to Kingston in the fall of 1974.   

 Where to begin? As it turned out, things began to fall into place very quickly. The shape 

our ministry was going to take for our eight years there all emerged within the first two 

months ð mostly without my doing. Some CRC students had started a Bible study group and we 

developed that into our first student fellowship to which we invited newcomers and other 

campus contacts. Next, the staff intern with the Intervarsity Christian Fellowship left to be-

come a church pastor and IVCF invited me to come on board as an associate staff member. 

The $1 annual salary didnõt go far, but I was enriched in many other ways through IVCFõs ex-

tensive campus experience and its resources, one of which is the Ontario Pioneer Camp near 

Port Sydney, location of many of our campus retreats over the years. The Queenõs chapter of 

IVCF drew about 100 students into weekly Bible Study groups and mass assemblies in Grant 

Hall.  Of course, these two ministry groups overlapped often.  

 The third òlegó of our ministry stool began at a Christmas social in the Grey House. I 

met Rev. Ron Nash, then Ontario Regional Chaplain with Corrections Canada, and asked if he 

had any advice for getting me to spend that 10% of my time in prison.  He said heõd be happy 



to òintroduceó me to a Tuesday inmate dis-

cussion group he was leading at Colinõs Bay, 

since he was short a chaplain there. I didnõt 

know he meant it literally: he introduced me 

to the group and then left. For the next 8 

years it was my group. Thatõs how the prison 

side of our work started, though it also in-

volved me in leading chapel services, bringing 

in volunteers, and inmate counselling.  

 The campus òstooló in time became a four-legged chair with the addition of a Christian 

Faculty reading/discussion group. We met one a week over lunch to read and discuss chapters 

of a selected book. The meetings were not only good learning times, they were also a great 

encouragement to Christian faculty, who discovered they had Christian colleagues at Queenõs 

who often became valued friends. One of the memories that I still treasure is my involvement 

with the United Church seminary students at QTC. Its principal invited me to teach their NT 

Greek course, a requirement for all their students; joining the faculty opened other doors on 

campus. 

 As a family we are deeply thankful to the Lord for our campus years. Ginny often 

hosted student groups and individuals at our home for meals and Bible studies. The occasional 

campus worship events also involved them and Ginny fre-

quently provided the music. Throughout, the Kingston CRC 

was wonderfully supportive and made a warm and welcoming 

church home for us, something we still draw on during sum-

mer visits. We served two other congregations after leaving 

Queenõs and I spent the last five years before retirement as a 

prison chaplain again, this time at Beaver Creek Institution 

near Gravenhurst. The things I learned on campus have greatly 

helped my other ministries.  Thanks be to God for your 

35 years!  

 



 CAMPUS MINISTER REFLECTIONS:  

BILL VANGRONINGEN   
(ON CAMPUS: 1982 -1998)  

 

Iõll never forget the phone call from Dr. Bill Kamphuis offering me the campus minister posi-

tion at Queenõs University. Despite my inexperience and American citizenship, he said the 

committee had decided to take a risk and offer me the position because even after scraping 

the bottom of the barrel, no other candidate could be found. I gladly accepted and we immi-

grated to Canada on Oct 7, 1982. 

  The search committee, and the people of First CRC, welcomed us warmly, as did Rev. 

Dr. Sel Caradus, the Anglican chaplain on campus. As soon as we were able, we began to rent 

space for a ministry center on campus, and to create our òbrandó identity. Student fellowship 

suppers, hosted by local church families, were the anchoring event in those early years.  We 

also joined with other Ontario CRC campus ministries for annual student retreats, and slowly 

began to develop a partnership on campus with InterVarsity and the other Christian student 

groups. Student bible studies, campus worship 

services, and book studies became regular se-

mester programs. Graduate student bible stud-

ies and colloquia followed, as well as a faculty 

bible study.  The endowed Geneva Lecture Se-

ries was launched with Dr. N. Wolterstorff as 

the  inaugural speaker, and has since hosted 

many acclaimed Reformed academics.  

  By the 90õs we were getting regular re-

ports that our rental space would be torn down 

in favour of a major campus building, so when 

the property on Frontenac was listed, I immedi-

ately wondered how impossible (but wonderful) 

it would be purchase that building.  In a radical 



act of faith, we purchased the building, began an intense period of fundraising (beard -shaving 

shenanigans and all!), and were overjoyed by the dedicated volunteers who completely re-

habbed the place, and settled in.   

  In 1997 I began work supporting CRC campus ministry across North America, still work-

ing 20% at Geneva Fellowship until 1999.   

 What I remember most vividly are students arriving on campus (just 4 or 5 years out of 

8th grade), who grew in faith and maturity and capability with us at Queenõs, and then left to 

become leaders in Godõs kingdom in all kinds of service (law, church, politics, business, mis-

sions, education, etc., etc.). They are now found across Canada and literally around the 

world.  Geneva Fellowship inspired new campus ministries, and demonstrated the strategic 

impact of campus ministry for the Churchõs vitality in the years to come. 

    

THE MOVE TO GENEVA HOUSE 
 In 1993 the move to the Frontenac Street began. On November 12 of that year Bill Van-

Groningen viewed the house and property, followed by a second viewing a week later. The 

space was deemed suitable and strategic for 

campus ministry work, and within three days an 

offer was made. Other offers were made and 

initially accepted, but finally on November 27 

enough funding was in place to proceed with the 

purchasing of the property for Geneva Fellow-

ship.  First Christian Reformed Church of King-

ston formed a committee, initially consisting of 

Tim Minnema, Stuart VanderMeer, Dan Wyn-

gaarden, Bill VanGroningen, and Peter Van Dyke, 

to support and oversee the purchasing, as well 

as handle future upgrades and upkeep. On Janu-

ary 14, 1994, the house on Frontenac Street offi-

cially became òGeneva Houseó. 



 CAMPUS MINISTER REFLECTIONS:  

PHIL APOL   
(ON CAMPUS: 1999 -2005)  

 

Congratulations on the 35th anniversary of the Geneva campus ministry!  

I was blessed to be part of the mission to Queen's from 1998 -2005, which were years of conti-

nuity and transition on campus. We loved our life in Kingston; these were very good years for 

us as a family, and we remember them with gratitude to God.   

 Due to the timing of our hiring and the complications of crossing the Canadian border, I 

arrived on campus in September and was scrambling to get my bearings in a new country, and 

a new ministry, as term was beginning. I remember walking down Union St. with Perry one 

afternoon that first week and asking him about "soup supper," which I had read was part of 

the weekly ministry schedule. "Well, who cooks the soup?" I asked. "Why, you do," he replied. 

And so I did--or, I should say, we did, because my wife Shari was the hospitality in all of the 

ministry that involved food, which on campus is most of the ministry. We cooked and served 

the soup every week during term for those 7 years, and in doing so were reminded that hospi-

tality is the doorway to God's grace. Many students came and went through those doors during 

those years; they sat and ate, laughed and shared, some even cried. God was always the host, 

and we were privileged to be part of serving crew.  

 The other memorable continuity in those years was the Geneva Lecture Series, which 

offered some truly memorable moments --maybe, above all, Barry Moser's visit in 2001, which 

was announced by a display of his King James' BIble woodcut prints in the atrium of Stauffer 

Library weeks before his lecture. Moser was colorful, controversial, and thought -provoking--on 

the edge, in many ways--but his lecture brought together a group of folks who would not oth-

erwise be found together, including many who would never darken the door of a church. His 

visit embodied the heart of campus ministry for me: that God's common grace precedes us in 

places, persons, and ways we do not understand or control, but can always share in and be 

blessed by. 

 Two big signs of ministry transition stand out in my memory from those years. First, the 



campus committee and I responded to the need 

to reshape Geneva's identity on campus as 

more than InterVarsity's exclusive partner --and 

we did this. One of the fruits of this was bring-

ing Jean Vanier back to Kingston in 2004, to a 

packed audience, an effort requiring the much 

broader ecumenical partnership. The other 

transition was to a bigger space at Geneva 

House, in the addition you all now enjoy. One 

of my mentors said to me once, "ministry is like 

building a house--it always takes more money, 

time, and effort than you ever imagined." In 

this case, we kept to the budget, but the part 

about time and effort proved true. The com-

mittee --Larry Fenniak and Jason Pridmore, in 

particular --devoted hours of pro bono time to 

seeing the building addition completed. I left 

before the final outdoor touches were finished, 

but look forward to seeing them someday.  

 In the end, ministry like this is measured, as St. 

Paul wrote, in the lives and names; they are what I re-

member best and will treasure the most: Jon, Tasha, 

Jason, Jeannette, Irwin, Will, David, Leo, Joan, Yolande, 

Dean, Rosemary, Dennis, Marguerite, Norm, and many 

others. "You yourselves are our letter," Paul wrote, 

"written on our hearts, known and read by everyone. You 

show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our 

ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the 

living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of hu-

man hearts" (2 Cor. 3:2,3).  

   



 Over the past few years, intentional student leadership development has emerged as 

one of main ministry areas.  Our student leadership program encompasses three key aspects 

of leadership development ñStudy, Soul, and Service . This model is lived out by our student 

leadership team, who take time each week to study and discuss leadership principles, pray for 

the ministry, and commit to an area of service.  

 This model of working together with each doing their part has been an amazing blessing 

to the ministry over the past few years as it continues to grow. We are so thankful for what 

God is doing in and through the lives of these students!  

Back row: Adam Veenstra, Josh Hoddenbagh, Simone Enns, Gerald Kaswarra 
Middle Row: Deanne van Tol, Kimberley Visser, Anneke Timan,  

Hannah Thommy, Mike Kottelenberg 
Front Row: Rebecca Bates, Natalie Wong, Pastor Steve Kooy 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 


