August 25, 2011


Dear Pastor, Elder, Deacon, Worship Planner;

Having been in a Pastor’s office for 21 years, I know that requests for special Sunday’s and special offerings are not always a welcomed reality. There are only so many Sundays in a year and lots of them have been claimed by “special interests.” Now I am in the office of one of those “special interests” – CRC Chaplaincy and Care – and we, too, have a designated denominational Sunday on which to be recognized. It is the third Sunday of November – this year November 20.
Some churches hold the credentials of chaplains and some do not. Some know about the outstanding work of chaplains over the past 70-some years and some do not, but all of us should be aware of and proud of what our chaplains are doing. Our cadre of chaplains now numbers 117 who are scattered all over the U.S. and Canada (with a few serving in military oversees). The enclosed Google map will give you a better visual idea of what this network looks like (some of the dots represent several chaplains in close proximity). 
These specially trained men and women serve in hospitals, hospice providers, counseling agencies, long term care facilities, corrections, community service agencies, the military, and the work place. They touch thousands of lives in crisis every day with the presence and the love of Christ. They are the “first responders” of the spiritual world. Many of them are dealing with “fox hole conversions” and emergency room life-and-death decisions on a daily basis. Our network of chaplains stretches literally from the prison to the Pentagon. Whether in a nursing home or on a battle field, our chaplains have served with courage and distinction over the course of the last century.
I hope and pray therefore that you will allow them a few moments of recognition, thanks, encouragement, and/or prayer on Sunday, November 20. 
You can begin this with a simple bulletin cover or insert (available free of charge – see our website under worship resources). You can further honor chaplains by:
· inviting a chaplain to tell a brief story of a “God moment” in his/her ministry,
· by asking a chaplain to bring the message on that day, 
· showing a brief video explaining the importance of chaplains at http://blip.tv/crcna/specialized-ministries-chaplaincy-and-care-ministry-3847900 , and/or
· by taking an offering for the CRC Chaplain Development  Fund which is used to help future chaplains obtain all of the special training required for this position.
You can obtain other information or resources on our portion of the CRC website (www.crcna.org/chaplaincy), or just call and chat with us at the number below.
May God continue to bless your church and ministry as we all work together to bring others into His kingdom and His kingdom into this world.
[image: S:\GR-DEPT\PMA\Chaplaincy\Directors Bio, picture & signature\Klimp_signature2.JPG]
Rev. Ron Klimp
Director of Chaplaincy & Care Ministry

ACTIVE CRC CHAPLAINS             August, 2011  (Some dots overlap or represent several chaplains; several military chaplains deployed oversees are not shown)
For an inter-active on line version able to display names of chaplains and institutions they serve you may go to: http://bit.ly/pjwQQk
(NOTE: because of the large amount of data the download will take several minutes )  
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