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Food Justice Makes a Difference

Executive Summary

The April 2005 Canadian International Policy Statement (IPS) reflects a national passion to make a difference in the world.   The Committee for Contact with the Government (CCG) of the Christian Reformed churches in Canada shares this passion believing that it reflects Christ’s vision of justice for all people.  Our community has extensive experience seeking justice by working with people in the developing world in development, relief and advocacy.  Those experiences demonstrate that food justice is essential for making a meaningful difference in the lives of vulnerable people; it is fundamental to meeting the commitments of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); and is a key element of sustainable peace and human security.   Food justice can make a transformative difference in the moral crisis of chronic poverty.

Food justice is a comprehensive commitment to food security: it affirms the central importance of agricultural development for people who experience extreme hunger and poverty and rests in coherent  ODA, trade, multilateral debt and security policy.  In the brief that follows the CCG uses the IPS as a frame to consider the central importance of food justice for the achievement of the MDGs - and indeed, for Canada’s commitment to make a difference in the world.  Food justice has profound implications for CIDA sectoral priorities and a full range of Canadian international policy – we detail these implications in a set of seven recommendations.  Ultimately, in response to Christ’s call to justice, and inspired by the voices of our partners in the developing world, we recommend that food justice be specifically and tangibly affirmed as a goal of coherent Canadian international policy. 
