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Seeking Abundant Life

in an

Age of Insecurity

Exploring the Issues #1:

Food Justice and Human Security*
A New Age of Insecurity?

There is a popular perception that this is a new age of insecurity.  The horrors of September 11, 2001 were experiences of insecurity that have been unfamiliar to most North Americans.   Insecurity and murderous conflict are, however, a continuing reality that is hardly new for millions of people throughout the world.  As the government of Canada begins to develop new policies concerning security
 it is important to recognize that true security is broader than our national stability or North American security.  

The Biblical vision of abundant life for all (John 10: 10, Psalm 145:  13(b)-17, Psalm 85: 10-12) emphasizes God’s care – and our responsibility – for all his children and the creation.
   The promise of abundant life and human flourishing can be heard in the common definition of human security:  freedom from want, freedom from fear – these basics are the grounding for abundant life.  Security in this sense is broader than conflict management, border security or anti terrorism initiatives – it also concerns measures to address poverty, disease and political instability throughout the world.  

The Committee for Contact with the Government (CCG) is exploring the implications of a wide vision of human security for Canadian foreign policy.  The CRC has experience with human security in general, and food justice in particular, through the work of the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC) and the Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB).
  The CCG hopes to build on this experience and focus on food justice and human security in its government contact work in the next while.  We will work to communicate a vision of abundant life and food justice as the Canadian government reviews its foreign and defence policies. This introduction to these issues is part of our efforts to inform CRC members about this ongoing project.  We encourage you to learn about these pressing issues and find ways to respond for justice.  As the project develops we will provide more detailed action suggestions for food justice.

Food Justice  - What is it?

Food security is defined as access at all times to sufficient food to lead healthy and active lives​.  It is often assumed that there is hunger because there is a global food shortage.  But, in fact, food is so abundant that each person in the world could eat 4.3 pounds of a rich variety of foods each day!
  So, why are there food shortages throughout the world?  Sometimes hunger is a result of emergencies and disaster – but more often it is the result of poverty.  Poverty makes it difficult for people to put money aside for times when crops fail, jobs are lost, or prices rise dramatically.  Many people and nations in poverty also lack opportunities to participate in the global economy and capitalize on its promise of economic growth for all.  For example, international trade arrangements currently fail to protect farmers in developing nations from dramatic price declines.  These are often caused by the import of cheap surplus food commodities that are generated by subsidized agriculture in North America and Europe.  The consequences for farm income, food production, and economic health in developing nations are extremely serious. 

Hunger and poverty of this sort are profound injustices.  The quest for Food Justice begins when we recognize these injustices and work to end them.     

Food Justice – the numbers. 

The 1996 World Food Summit (WFS) in Rome led to an international commitment to cut hunger and under-nourishment in half by the year 2015.
  The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has documented progress towards this goal and has noticed significant improvement in 19 nations (China, Brazil and a number of smaller states) – in fact the rates of hunger in these countries have shrunk by 80 million people.  Unfortunately the news is not as good the world over.  Losses in food security in other parts of the world (including India) indicate a net improvement of only 19 million people since the FAO began its research.  Current estimates show approximately 800 million hungry and undernourished people in the world.  If WFS 2015 goals are to be met 26 million people per year need to escape hunger - this is twelve times the current pace of 2.1 million per year. 

Food Justice and Human Security – What’s the Connection?

The task ahead of us is to create an international Alliance against Hunger that will mobilize national and global commitment, based not on a plea for charity but on a demand for justice and an appeal to the self-interest of almost everyone, recognizing that the suffering of 800 million people represents not only an unconscionable tragedy but a threat to economic growth and political stability on a global scale.


Hunger cannot wait. 

FAO Director-General Jacques Diof 

The suffering of 800 million people demonstrates that food security is a key element of human security.  The UN Human Development Program (UNHDP) has identified two aspects of human security:

· “safety from chronic threats such as hunger, disease and repression; and

· protection from sudden and hurtful disruptions in the pattern of daily life.”

-UNHDP Human Development Report, 1994 (emphasis added)

A lack of food security impacts the well-being of people in serious ways.  War is often considered the ultimate example of human insecurity – but research shows that chronic problems like hunger and disease have been triggers of conflict.
   Threats to the basic elements of human security create “a vacuum, and in that vacuum breeds despair – Despair is the next door neighbour of anger.  Anger is the next door neighbour of violence.”
  This cycle of despair and violence creates instability and triggers conflicts that deepen the threats to human security.

The good news is that there is a way to break the cycle.  Research shows that improvements in food security and agricultural development frequently lead to improvements in general social and economic conditions and a reduction of the threat of conflict.
  In fact the FAO has demonstrated that nations that make gains in food security (because of growth in their agriculture industry) also make gains in general human security.

Food Justice – Canada’s contribution:

Food justice and human security are linked to the growth of agriculture and poverty reduction in developing nations.  For this reason it is important that Canadian policies regarding development assistance and international trade focus coherently on poverty reduction and agricultural development.  Policies that positively impact human security and international stability are in the best interests of Canadians and people throughout the world.

The CCG is convening a task force to develop a strategy to promote food justice and human security.  In partnership with CRWRC, CFGB, other experts in food security, and in consultation with members of the Christian Reformed Church, this CCG task force will shape a position on poverty reduction and agricultural development to discuss with government policy makers.  In our initial research we have noted the following possibilities for food justice advocacy:

· Policy for the poor: The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) has announced a dramatic increase in support for agriculture in the developing world (from $100 million (annually) to at least $500 million by 2008 - see Promoting Sustainable Rural Development Through Agriculture for more information).  This amazing development needs to be encouraged!  We can also monitor the implementation of this new spending and encourage CIDA to use it to promote food security for the poorest of the poor.  

· Local Partnerships: CRWRC’s experience in the developing world has led to an understanding that food security is enhanced when small-scale, community based agricultural projects are supported.  Farmers and agricultural organizations in the developing world understand local needs, conditions and customs – so working closely with them is a good way to improve food security and social conditions in a sensible and sustainable way.  CIDA should provide significant support for such agricultural partnerships (for more information on the importance of partnerships for agricultural development visit CRWRC’s analysis of CIDA agricultural policy).

· Lining up Trade and Aid:  CIDA’s agricultural aid policy has tremendous potential to enhance food security.    However, we need to be aware that international trade arrangements have a significant impact on agricultural markets throughout the world. As we discussed earlier subsidies and trade systems affect the ability of farmers in developing countries to sell their product and to make a profit.  In a significant number of cases trade arrangements fail to correct such problems.  Consequently, agriculture development in southern countries is undercut and sustainable food security is threatened.  Canada’s actions in trade negotiations must support, rather than hinder the agricultural development that aid policies are intended to support.  In short, trade and aid policies need to be coherent in their support of the poor.       

…Working for Food Justice:

The CCG will be exploring food justice and human security issues in detail in the coming year as we prepare to participate in the foreign and defence policy review.  The thoughtful and committed actions of churches, social justice groups and people are also an important way to promote food justice and abundant life.  The CCG encourages you to become informed and take action by interacting with your Member of Parliament (letters, phone call and meetings) about these issues – every voice for justice brings an important message to our leaders!  Use information from the CCG and the resources of CRWRC, CFGB and Kairos to assist you in working for food justice and human security.  Stay tuned to crcjustice.org for more information and action suggestions for this project.  

The CCG also invites input from congregations, social justice groups and others regarding this project.  The wisdom and insights of many can bring enthusiasm and energy to the mission of abundant life and food justice. We encourage you to share your views with us: please contact us with your ideas and suggestions!  [link underlined to: http://www.crcjustice.org/crjs_ccg.htm#contact] 

* Part of an ongoing CCG project on human security.


� Prime Minister Martin has suggested these priorities for his new government:  Canada should develop a national security policy, and should undertake a full review of foreign and defence (and security) policies (Canada’s role in a Complex World – April 2003, p.4.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.paulmartintimes.ca/where-paul-stands/stories_e.asp?id=526" ��www.paulmartintimes.ca/where-paul-stands/stories_e.asp?id=526�. One of the first acts of his government was to create a Department for Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness as the lead agency for security cooperation with the United States.  


� For a fuller explanation of the Biblical vision of abundant life see: [Abundant Life in the Age of Insecurity] – a Christian reflection on the meaning of security.   To be posted.


� CRWRC is a member of the CFGB.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.foodgrainsbank.ca/g2_myths.php" ��The Canadian Foodgrains Bank� explains this and 8 other myths about hunger – visit this site!   


� The WFS set a baseline for the 2015 targets at 1990-92 levels.


� All statistics from FAO, The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2003, pp. 4-6. 


� “Armed conflicts invariably cause food insecurity and hunger in the short term, often with long tem food-security consequences.  In turn, food insecurity is increasingly often a contributing factor to the causes of conflict within the broader context of political and socio economic failure.  In this extreme form food insecurity can act as a trigger for conflict.” E. Clay and O. Stokke (eds). 2000. Food Aid and Human Security, London: Frank Cass, p. 145.


� Bono, in a speech to the Liberal Party of Canada convention, November 2003.      http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/1068857137936_19//#


� See Clay and Stokke, p. 134.


� “In general, countries that succeed in reducing hunger were characterized by more rapid economic growth and specifically by more rapid growth in their agricultural sectors.  They also exhibited lower population growth, lower levels of HIV infection and a higher ranking in the UNDP’s Human Development index.”  FAO (2003), p. 4.





