your name & address]

[MP’s Name]

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6

[Date]

Re: peace and healing in Afghanistan

Dear [MP’s name],

I believe it’s time for a new plan for peace & justice in Afghanistan. 

I’m pleased that the Manley Panel suggests that Canadians have to focus more on the essence of the mission: building peace for the people of Afghanistan. And I’m encouraged that the report urges more transparent and constructive debate, because broad discussions on peace and justice, rather than the focus on security successes and failures, are sorely needed.

True peace, in Afghanistan and elsewhere, must be built on a foundation of reconciliation. The Panel’s report touches on this only briefly, but I believe that any pursuit of justice must start with hope, and with a very real, shared sense of trust and healing among Afghans.

I belong to the Christian Reformed Church (CRC) in Canada.  The CRC’s Committee for Contact with the Government (CCG) made a submission to the Manley Panel (http://www.crcna.org/site_uploads/uploads/CCG_Dec07_-_Peace_with_Justice_in_Afghanistan.pdf) that encourages Canada to address the root causes of the conflict in Afghanistan, and invest in diplomacy, aid and reconciliation efforts while taking care of pressing security concerns.

I truly believe that there will be no security without some basic provisions for justice and reconciliation. This idea is echoed by the CRC in its 2006 report War and Peace (http://www.crcna.org/pages/synodwarpeace.cfm). 

As my representative in Parliamentary discussions, I urge you to argue for broader efforts at healing Afghanistan, starting with made-in-Afghanistan approaches like the Action Plan for Peace, Reconciliation and Justice (http://www.aihrc.org.af/tj_actionplan_19_dec_05.htm). 

I join with the CCG in advancing God’s call to peace, for me—and you—to be agents of peace in a war-torn world. 

Please keep me in the loop on your position on Afghanistan, and your contributions to the important debates in the months ahead.

Sincerely,

[your signature]

[your name]

[your email if applicable]

[your phone number]

