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Mr. Pearson:

The Committee for Contact with the Government (CCG) of the Christian Reformed churches in Canada (CRC) is aware that initial steps are being taken for an international policy review (IPR).  The CRC has a long history of community development and international justice advocacy through the work of the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC), the CCG, and in various ecumenical activities.
  These advocacy and development activities are motivated by a belief in the Biblical principles of justice, compassion and the dignity of all people as created by God.  These principles and the activities that they inspire are related to tangible matters in foreign policy.  Thus, in anticipation of the IPR, the CCG has convened a Food Justice and Human Security Task Force.  Members of the task force have wide-ranging experience in food justice matters and are engaged in consultations with partners in the NGO community.  The CCG is committed to constructive engagement in the IPR and we trust that our background and preparation will help us to make a meaningful contribution to the process.

Prime Minister Martin has expressed a conviction that globalization must work for everyone.  This is a laudable goal that is consistent with Canadian traditions of justice, compassion and integrity on the world stage.  We understand the IPR to be an opportunity to give meaning and shape to the Prime Minister’s commitment.   This can be accomplished by a coherent policy that is shaped by a commitment to human security and expressed in specific issue areas.  With this in mind, we believe that Canada should address the linkage of food justice and human security in a coherent international policy framework.  This can begin by ensuring that Canada’s actions on the international stage are consistent with national commitments to the Millennium Development Goals and food security through agricultural development.  Policy coherence for food justice and human security will be further enhanced by full consultation with NGO’s and civil society groups in each stage of the IPR process.    

The task ahead of us is to create an international Alliance against Hunger that will mobilize national and global commitment, based not on a plea for charity but on a demand for justice and an appeal to the self-interest of almost everyone, recognizing that the suffering of 800 million people represents not only an unconscionable tragedy but a threat to economic growth and political stability on a global scale. Hunger cannot wait.


 
FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf, 2003

Food is a key element of life and health for every person that God has created.  Food justice is present when people have consistent access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to lead active and healthy lives.   Recent Canadian international policies include some affirmations of food justice.  One example is Canada’s support of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the global commitment to halve global hunger and poverty by 2015.    Another example is CIDA’s 2003 policy framework Promoting Sustainable Rural Development Through Agriculture.   This set of commitments should be directed to the empowerment of small scale agriculture which is vital for the growing numbers of rural poor in developing nations who depend on farming for their livelihoods.  The MDGs and CIDA’s agricultural policies are positive examples of Canada’s support for food justice that we wish to encourage.  The IPR is an opportunity to reflect on these good commitments and, in an exercise of global leadership, to develop vigorous strategies to pursue them with consistency and integrity.  Such an exercise of leadership is a tangible response to Jacques Diouf’s challenge, is in the interest of Canadians, and is a meaningful step towards making globalization work for everyone.

Respected observers like the FAO and the Canadian Foodgrains Bank have indicated that food security depends on measures to enhance sustainable and small-scale agriculture in the developing world.
   A CRWRC project experience in Niger illustrates this:

Deforestation and desertification have shortened the rainy and growing seasons in the Sahel Territory of Niger – food security is threatened.  Along with an indigenous partner NGO the CRWRC is working to address this threat.  Subsistence farmers identified a need to develop a fast maturing millet to be cultivated in the shortened growing season.  With the assistance of a small grant from the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, CRWRC provided technical assistance and linked farmers from three villages with an indigenous agricultural research organization to field-test a number of new faster-maturing millet varieties.  Villagers worked together to identify a millet variety that had improved yields, matured faster, was easy to prepare and tasted good. The test process was successful and led to a second stage of seed multiplication in order to meet the considerable demand of the test villages and surrounding communities.  The improved yields of the new millet varieties, along with water conserving cultivation techniques, small-scale cash crop projects, and the considerable excitement of the people, give every reason to hope that food security in the region can be enhanced.
      

Food security has exciting implications for the people in the Sahel Territory of Niger.  It enhances social and economic stability in their communities and can contribute to national and institutional stability in Niger.   The provision of much needed aid for agriculture and partnering for sustainable economic and agricultural development with small farmers is important for food security and general human security. CIDA’s stated support for sustainable agricultural development can, in partnership with NGOs and small farmers in developing countries, make a considerable impact on food justice.

Agricultural development that enhances food justice is linked to issues that reach beyond the villages of Sahel, Niger.   Issues of market access, subsidies and dumping currently being debated for the WTO Agreement on Agriculture (AoA), are a critical element of sustainable agriculture and food justice for the entire world.   In fact coherent policy in the area of trade and agricultural development is critical for food justice.  The case of the village of Korin in Mali bears this out:

Generations of agriculturalists in Korin have raised cattle and cultivated grain and vegetables for food.  But in recent years with the lack of rain, many days are hungry days. However, growing cotton at a profit can provide money for food. Niji Coulibaly and his family certainly grow cotton at a low production cost:  This family of thirteen toiled for six months on 3.5 hectares of land to produce 2484 kgs of Cotton with inputs of only $700 US. Profit from this work is an important means to sustain the lives of Niji and his family.  However, the global cotton price has fallen consistently due to the market distortions caused by subsidies to large mechanized producers in developed nations.  For Niji and his family this meant a price of 33 cents a kilogram for their cotton – a profit of $110 US for a half-year’s labour.  Continuing pressure on cotton prices means that Niji can expect a profit of only $45 in the next cotton season.  The implications for the well being of this family, and others like it are staggering.
   

Trade practices that undermine agricultural livelihoods are discordant with food justice and result in incoherent international policy.  Both the resolution of trade distortions like subsidies and dumping, and provision of meaningful equity through special deferential treatment (special product exemptions) are critical for agricultural development and food justice in places like Korin, Mali and in other communities throughout the world that depend on agriculture for livelihoods.     With this in mind the CCG is pleased to observe that Prime Minister Martin considers the AoA deadlock to be a matter of great urgency.  A transparent dialogue among world leaders that facilitates a new WTO priority on food security could well be a catalyst for food justice.   Principled Canadian participation in the resolution of key AoA issues should be coherent with our commitments to the MDGs and the promotion of sustainable agriculture.  Canadian leadership along these lines could contribute to a sustained hope in the villages of Sahel, Niger and a rekindling of hope for Niji Coulibaly and his neighbours in Korin, Mali.

Canada’s heritage as a catalyst of peace, justice and compassion in international affairs has been exercised by successive governments and in partnership with a wide array of NGOs.  The current IPR is an opportunity to build on this heritage and shape international policy that is consistent and determined in its promotion of human security.  Through interaction with NGO and civil society partners in Canada, Mali, Niger and elsewhere, the CCG and its Food Justice and Human Security Task Force have come to understand that coherency in international trade policies and support for agricultural development are critical for food justice and human security.  Therefore, we consider it imperative that the IPR process includes wide consultation with NGOs and civil society organizations that have a history of partnerships that support agricultural livelihoods in developing nations.  Consultation of this order will assist the government of Canada in developing a coherent, world leading international policy in the interest of food justice and human security for all.  

Hunger cannot wait.  Globalization must work for every one.  These statements reflect a vision of food justice and human security in the fullest sense of those terms.  The CCG calls on the government of Canada to address these imperatives in part, by building on national commitments to food justice (MDGs, CIDA) and by consulting with its NGO and civil society partners throughout the IPR process.  We look forward to discussing these matters with you and other leaders as the IPR proceeds. 

Sincerely,

Rev. William Veenstra

Canadian Ministries Director

Mike Hogeterp,

Research and Communications Coordinator

Committee for Contact with the Government

� The CRC is a member of the Canadian Council of Churches, The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, Kairos – Canadian Ecumenical Justice initiatives.  The CRWRC is a member of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank and the Canadian Council for International Cooperation.


� See: Canadian Foodgrains Bank, Peace on the Land: Can Trade Rules be Good News for Farmers in the Developing World?, � HYPERLINK "http://www.foodgrainsbank.ca/downloads/peaceontheland.pdf" ��http://www.foodgrainsbank.ca/downloads/peaceontheland.pdf�; and FAO, The State of Food Security in the World, 2003, p. 16 


� There was no formal CIDA support of this specific project.  However, CRWRC field staff in Niger are partially supported through a CIDA grant.  The information on this project was provided by Ary Vreeken, CRWRC staff Niger.


� Winston Bosch, CRWRC staff, Mali and Susan Vanlopik, CRWRC justice desk, provided information on this project. 





