ORDINATION FORMULARY for Wen-hau Hsieh
Congregation of Jesus Christ:
Today we rejoice in Christ’s special care and love for his church since we have the privilege of
ordaining Wen-Yau Hsieh as senior pastor of this church.  From its beginning the entire New
Testament church was called to proclaim the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ to the whole 
world: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you” (Matthew 28:19–20).  Soon the church under the guidance of the apostles, instituted distinct 
ministries to ensure that the work would be done well (Acts 6:1–6).  Those engaged in these ministries 
were to function with Christ’s power and authority, a power and authority rooted in obedience to his 
Word and expressed in loving service. The office of pastor is one of those distinct ministries.


The Scriptures portray the minister’s duties in various ways.  He is a servant both of 
Christ and of the church; he is a steward in the household of God; he is a teacher to explain the 
mystery of the gospel; he is a shepherd who cares for the flock; and he is an ambassador and a 
herald of his king, proclaiming the message of reconciliation.  In all his work, the minister 
proclaims, explains, and applies Holy Scripture in order to gather in and build up the members of 
the church of Jesus Christ.  For this work, the minister devotes himself to the ministry of prayer. 

PASTORAL VOWS

Brother Wen-Yaw Hsieh, in order that all God’s people assembled here may witness that you, in
the strength of the Lord, accept the responsibilities of this office, I ask you to come forward and
answer the following questions [Wen comes up onto the platform]:

1.
Do you believe that in the call of this congregation God himself calls you to this holy ministry?

2.
Do you believe that the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, the only infallible 

rule of faith and life?
3.
Do you subscribe to the doctrinal standards of this church, rejecting all teaching which
contradicts them?

4.
Do you promise to be a faithful minister, to conduct yourself in a manner worthy of your 

calling, and to 
submit to the government and discipline of the church?

Wen-Yau Hsieh: 
I do, God helping me.
LAYING ON OF HANDS

I now invite all ordained ministers who are present today to come forward for the laying on of 

hands.  [Wen kneels, pastors stand behind him and place their hands on his head and shoulders.]

[Ed]  God, our heavenly Father, who has called you to this great and glorious office, enlighten,
strengthen, and govern you by his Word and Spirit that you may serve faithfully and fruitfully in 
your ministry, to the glory of his name and the coming of the kingdom of his son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.  [Pastors return to their seats, Wen stays standing up front with Ed.]
CONGREGATIONAL VOWS

I now invite the congregation to stand to make your vows.  I will ask you three questions. After they have all been translated, I invite you to respond by saying:  “We do, God helping us.”
Dear Congregation of Christ:

1.
Do you in the name of the Lord welcome this brother as your minister and pastor?

2.
Do you promise to take to heart the Word of God as he proclaims it?

3.
Do you promise to pray for him, to share with him in the work of his ministry, to encourage him in 

the exercise of his tasks, and to respond to this work with obedience, love, and respect?

Congregation:

We do, God helping us.
You may be seated.  And now the Council of the church would like to present a gift to Pastor

Hsieh.  [Elder comes forward, Ed steps to the side while he presents the gift.  Elder returns to his seat.]  
The Christian Reformed denomination is divided into regional districts, which we call classes. 

This church belongs to the group of 21 churches called Classis Central Plains.  It was that classis

which examined Pastor Hsieh a few weeks ago and enthusiastically declared him fit for ministry.  

I now invite the clerk or secretary of the classis, Rev. John Gorter, to come forward.
Seal Affixed to Certificate

On behalf of Classis Central Plains of the Christian Reformed Church, we welcome you into the gospel ministry. You spoke well at your examination. We now place the official seal of our classis on your certification.

Charge to Pastor and Congregation

Dear brother and fellow servant of Christ, Pastor Wen-Yau Hsieh:

We all rejoice with you on this day as you begin your work in this congregation. May you experience much joy in fulfilling your calling. As you exercise the office entrusted to you, may you always remain a humble servant.

Look faithfully after the whole flock, the old and the young, the faithful and the unfaithful, the healthy and the sick, the strong and the weak. Rejoice with those who rejoice and suffer with those who suffer. Use all your talents to the utmost of your ability, and do not neglect any of your gifts.

And one day our chief Shepherd will give you the crown of glory, saying, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” (1 Peter 5:4)

And to you, congregation of the Chinese Church of Iowa City, dear fellow Christians:

Congratulations to you, this is truly the day which the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Keep your vows. Receive your minister as a gift of God.  Listen to him with all the respect due his office. Encourage him when he needs strength, and pray for him daily.

Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward (Matthew 10:41).

May you as pastor and congregation live as the bride longing for the coming of our heavenly Bridegroom, praying “Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20).

Let us now give thanks and ask for the Lord’s blessing.

Prayer

Merciful Father, we thank you that it pleases you by the ministry of your people to gather your church out of the lost human race to life eternal. We acknowledge the gift of your servant, Pastor Wen-Yau Hsieh, sent to this people as a messenger of your peace. 

Send now your Holy Spirit upon Pastor Hsieh. Enlighten his mind to know the truth of your Word. Give him speech to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel. Endow him with wisdom to care for and guide the people whom you have called him to serve. And bless his wife, Emily, as she serves at his side.

Move within this people of the Chinese Church of Iowa City to receive Pastor Hsieh as your servant. May they receive his teaching and exhortation reverently. May they grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ through his Word, and become partakers of eternal life.


Grant this, O heavenly Father, for the sake of your dear Son, Jesus Christ. Amen

