Ordination Service
March 27, 2011   10:00 AM

Ordination of David Buurma to the Office of Ministry Associate
Valley Community Church, Napa CA

Participants
Pastor Bert VanAntwerpen: former pastor Valley Community Church, Napa CA
                                          Longtime friend and mentor
Pastor Ron Vander Well: pastor of The Gathering church, Sacramento CA 
                                         Church planting and Re-start consultant
Pastor Mike Van Hofwegen: Faith Christian Fellowship, Walnut Creek CA
                                          Brother-in-law of Dave Buurma
Praise Team: Oakdale Christian Reformed Church, Oakdale CA
			   
(note) Pastor Paul Vander Klay: pastor of Living Stones CRC, Sacramento CA and
 Sierra Network instructor regrets not being able to be present today.


God Calls Us to Worship Him
Prelude 
Turning Our Hearts Toward God:  Praise Team




Welcome/Call to Worship
	How good it is to celebrate God’s presence, to sing His praises all through the day!
	I feel like singing this morning, O Lord. I feel like telling everyone around me
		how great You are!
	How glorious it is to be alive, O Lord!
	May every breath of my body, every beat of my heart, be dedicated to Your
		praise and glory.
Songs of Praise (2)   Praise Team



God Greets Us, and We Greet Each Other
Song of Response (1)  Praise Team


God Embraces Us With His Grace
Prayer of Confession
	O God, may the measure of Your eternal love be the measure of your mercy.
	And may the measure of Your mercy be sufficient to blot out my sins and
		cancel out the guilt of my wrongdoing.
	Restore to me the joy and assurance of a right relationship with You.
	I come to You with a sincere desire to be Your servant, to walk in Your
		ways for my life, to receive Your love and channel it to those
		around me.
Assurance of Forgiveness
Song of Response: 

Ordination of David Buurma to the Office of Ministry Associate
Meaning of Ordination: Pastor Bert VanAntwerpen
Today we celebrate God’s gift of faithful leadership for His people.  In the leaders of the church we see the love of Jesus for His people.  As Lord of the church Jesus appoints leaders, by His Holy Spirit He equips them, and by His Word they grow in discipleship. Following Christ leaders serve others in selfless love, and by prayer they grow in grace.

The church also appoints certain people to special ministries according to the gifts of grace God has given.  In response to his baptism God Dave professed Christ as his Lord and Savior. Through the work of the Holy Spirit God has blessed Dave with gifts that have enriched the ministry of this congregation from its very beginning. Dave’s faithful use of these gifts has helped shape this church both in times of testing and of blessing.

In God’s calling, affirmed through the voice of the  church, Dave is being ordained to the office of  Ministry Associate.  In the office of Ministry Associate the Christian Reformed Church ordains persons to either serve alongside the Minister of the Word in specifically designated ministries or as the solo Pastor in ministries of worship, education, pastoral care, and outreach.. This ordination also confers the privileges and responsibilities of the administration of the sacraments, performing marriages, and pronouncing blessings.

Now, upon the call of Living Stones Church of  Sacramento and upon successfully sustaining an examination by Classis Central California of the Christian Reformed Church I present our brother in Christ, David Buurma, to you for ordination as Ministry Associate.

The Vow of Ordination:  Pastor Bert VanAntwerpen
Dave, to show that you promise to fulfill the tasks of this office you are requested to step forward and, in the presence of God and His church, to state your vows of commitment.

(Dave): 
1.  “In my acceptance of the call from Living Stones church I believe that God Himself has called me to this ministry.
2.  I embrace wholeheartedly God’s covenant promises of unconditional love and salvation, which have been symbolized, in my baptism.
3.  Jesus is my Lord and I love Him with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength.  I commit to serving Him in whatever way I can.
4.  I believe that the Old and New Testaments are the inspired Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and life; and I subscribe to the doctrinal standards of this church, rejecting all teachings which contradict them.
5.  I promise to do the work of my office faithfully, in a way worthy of my calling and in submission to the government and discipline of the church.  With God helping me this is the commitment I am making.

The Laying on of Hands and Anointing: Pastor Bert VanAntwerpen
All current Elders, and ordained Pastors are invited to come forward for the laying on of hands.
The congregation is invited to extend their hand(s) in an act of blessing.

The Ordination Anointing and Blessing: Current Elders and Ordained Pastors
(anoint with oil)
David Buurma, I anoint you into the office of Ministry Associate in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.



Ordination Prayer: Pastor Mike Van Hofwegen
May God, our Father, who has called you to this holy office now guide you by His Word and equip you with His Spirit so that as you serve faithfully and fruitfully God’s people may be edified and His name be praised.  In the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen

The Charge to the Ministry Associate: Pastor Mike Van Hofwegen
Dave, we rejoice with you today. May you experience much joy in fulfilling your calling. Be faithful in prayer, diligent in your study of God’s Word, compassionate in your words and example as you comfort and sustain God’s people, and use all of your gifts to the utmost of your ability. Above all put on the love of our God and the compassion of Christ our Lord.  And one day our chief shepherd will give you the crown of glory saying: “Well done, good and faithful servant”

The Vows of the Congregation: Pastor Ron Vander Well
People of God, you have heard the commitment Dave has made to this office. Since this solemn act obligates you also you are requested to stand and, in the presence of God and His church, to state your vows of commitment.

(Congregation):
“In the name of the Lord we welcome you, Dave, as our Ministry Associate. 

We promise to pray for you, encourage you, and to join with you in the ministry God has given to all of us..

We pray that under your leadership we will be equipped to find the lost and disciple the found so that God’s children may be saved and His kingdom  advanced for the honor of Christ our Lord.  We will do this faithfully, God helping us.

The Charge to the Congregation: Pastor Ron Vander Well
And to you, congregation, congratulations also.  It is a day to rejoice.  Receive Dave as one of God’s leaders among you. Keep your vows to pray for him and encourage him, to respond to his work among you with love and respect, and to share with him in the work of ministry. If you do these things you will receive the blessing of God on your ministry together.

Prayer of Thanksgiving:  Pastor Ron Vander Well

* Song of Commitment:
Offering

God Speaks to Us from His Word: Dave Buurma
Scripture:
Message:
Prayer

God Blesses Us to Serve Him: Dave Buurma
* Departing Blessing
* Song of Praise:
